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In Three Parts. - | 
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„ es ene 
he Mouth of the Righteous ſpeaketh N Naum. A 
and his Tongue talketh of Judgment. * 


His it ſeems was the Character of 
2 Good Man in K. David's time; 
he was known by his good. Diſ- 


dither becauſe Mens thoughts are not fo good 
as they were then, or becauſe we are mighti- 
ly gone off from 'the plainneſs and ſimplici- 
ty of that Age, and are not ſo much diſpoſed 
to ſpeak what we think. However it be, it 
may ſeem at firſt ſomewhat ſtrange, that when 
Religion was more in the Heart. of Men, at 


courſe; and if it be not ſo now, tis 


a further diſtance from the Tongue, it ſhould . 


hold ſuch a ſtrict correſpondence with it, and 
now tis got into the Head, and ſo more with- 
in its Neighbourhood, it ſhould be yet ſuch 


a ſtranger to it. But when I think again, my - 
wonder ceaſes. For tho* the Tongue has its 


dwelling i in the Head, it bas its motion from the. 
be | © Fa. | 


+4; 6 Of Religious Diſcourſe | 
4 are tells us, that out 
of the abundance of the Heart the Mouth ſpeak-"i 
eth, Mat. 12. 34 But we no where read that 
out of the abundance of the Head the Mouth 
ſpeaketh. Nor do we find it ſoby Experience, 
but rather the contrary,” Silence being the 
common effect of much Knowledge. Let g 
Man's Head be never ſa full, and it may con- 
tinue ſo without aking, but if his Heart be 
full, it muſt diſcharge it ſelf, or break. Thus *tis 
not only obſerv's, but even 1 complain's of ſtu- 
dious and contemplative Men, that thy? their 
Heads be never ſo plentifully furniſty 4 with 
What they read and think, they can yet for- 
bear talking of it, and. commonly dq ſo, 
thoſe of dem that think and know moſ} be- 
ing remarkable for ſpeaking leaſt, which 
makes their Coprectieion ſo enen and 
unegifying, as generally it is. But tis not ſo 
with Lovers, nor yet with the Mn of the 
World. They are not ſo reſcrv'd and leck't 
up, hut will be continually talking of their ſeve- 
ral Aiſtreſſes, & fancy the 39 & as acceptable I ſo 
to others as it is to themſelves, io that you Wit! 
may quickly know, what they are, and which WV 
is their dominant and governing Paſſian by I 
their Diſcourſe. All Love is Tal katie, and I ſe 
tho” the Head can be ſo contendedly ſilent „the rh 
Heart cannot. When that 3 any thing ; Nor 
even. the Dumb cannot-forbear Tongs and WC 


| i Paſſion that Wagen theit ongues = ſo 
alſo 
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„ Cimmor en, oo 

lſo ma ke them Eloquent. And Wr 1 
ien have their Hearts and Minds as much ſet 7 
pon Goodneſs, as the Men of ehe Wort 
ave theirs upon Worldly and Car nal Objects, 


„ ice the Love of God and of Virtue is their 
e reat Peſſton, and Religion the weight and 

2 Whine of their Souls, hence 'tis that the Vein 
- Wof their Diſcourſe runs altogether upon that 


ſtrain, & while Vanity & Folly,Sin & Imper- 
inence are the beaten Subjects of ordinary 
Converſation, The Mouth of theRighteaus ipeal- 
eth Wiſdom, and his Tongue ralleth of Judpment. 
I need not beſtow any Critical Nicity up- 
on the words Wiſdom! and Fudgnment,” ſo fre- 
quently uſed in Scripture, which takes no no- 
tice by way of Commendation of .uny''Wiſ- 
dom but what ſerves to the Government of 
a Man's Life, and the Salvation of bis Soul, 
and which commonly uſes judgment for ju- 
ſtice and Equity , as alſo more at large for 
the Rules and Precepts of Morality and good 
Life in General. And that it ſigniſies ſo here, 
ſufficiently appears from the following part of 
this Character of a good Man in the next 
Verfe, The Law of his God is in his heart. From 
which put together, the intent of the Pſalmiſt 
ſeems to be to Characterize a good Man by 
this Property, that he is one that is wont up- 
on all octaftons to ſeaſon even his ordinary 
Converfation with 10 wholſom Diſcourſe, 
fome Pious and Religious Matter or other, 
1 N 
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_ Secondly, To ſhew- the Inſufficiency of thoſe 


N * 


|| 
. 


- 


that may ſerve to- enlighten and edify thoſe 
that hear him, and make them the wiſer and 
the better for. his Company. Ns 
The Subject then that 1 am led to treat of 
upon the occaſion of theſe Words, is, Of Reli- 


gious Diſcourſe in Ordinary Converſation. For 


the fuller and more diſtinct Conſideration of 


which my preſent undertaking ſhall be. 


- Firſt; To Inquire into the Reaſons why | 
Diſcourſe about Religion is ſo much diſuſed, 
even by Good Men; in Common Converſation. 


Reaſons, and that to ſeaſon his Diſcourſe with 


the things of Religion is one real part of the 


Duty of Man. "hr 
Thirdly, To ſhew that thoſe who are very 
good indeed, and have a due thorough Senſe 


of Religion, will have regard to this practice, 


and at leaſt in ſome conſiderable meaſure, 
exerciſe themſelves in it. So making good 
the character given of them by the Pſalmiſt, 
The Month of the Righteous ſpeaketh Wiſdom, and 
bis Tongue talketh of FTudgment.Þ © 
Part t. And Firſt for the Reaſons of the 
Diſuſe of Religion in Diſcourſe, and here in 
the firſt place I take it for granted, that l am 
not going to account for an Imaginary De- 
fea, or Neglect in Idea only, but that the 


Caſe ſuppoſed js Real, that to talk of Religi- 


on is indeed very -much diſuſed and out of 


\ Faſhion, and that among People of laudable 


Character, 
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Not that the Articles, Points, Queſtions and 


© Controverſies of Religion are ſo paſſed over 


in ſilence. No, there was always Noiſe and 


Clamour enough about them, and never more 
than now, though there be but little Truth 


ain'd, and a great deal of Charity loſt in the 
ntention. But *tis not the notional, but 
the Practical part of Religion whoſe diſuſe in 
Converſation I complain of. Men do indeed 


mean after ſuch a ſerĩous and devotional Man- 
ner, as to put one another in remembrance of 
the great Concernments of a good Life, and 


of that two-fold Eternity, which depends up- - 


on it, and to ſtir one another up to the Works 
of Piety and Charity, and the Exerciſe of ſuch 
Chriſtian Graces as are neceſſary both to car- 
ry them to Heaven, and to qualify them for 
the Enjoyment of it. Do Men talk thus of Re- 
ligion? No, Wicked Men cannot, and Good 


Number, God knows, a few Figures will ſerve 
to caſt up) for ſome certain Reaſons too of- 
ten decline it. So that between them both, 


CPI of the other, a Man may 
make Viſit after Viſit, go from Houſe to Houſe, 
out of one Gompany into another, for it may 
be a Twelve-Month together, and never hear 


character, and otherwiſe good and vertnouy 


talk of Religion, but not of that which is 
Practical, nor in a Practical way, that is, ! 


Men (unleſs they be very good indeed, whoſe ; 


what through the indiſpoſition of the one, 


one 


might learn our Language much. 


| 255 urch, br 


| 7 But as for Religion, there 


on and our Churches (tho 


tnis the caſe, I am confident they could not be 
more ſilent concerning i it than te ae and 


Man go, 179 be 
bach 1 ? All 5 

Dicer? of the World: -runs-upon,the/things | 

of the World, ſuch as News, Trade, Buſi- WM 
nels, Learciag, not to ſay any thing 'of leb. 
ſer, and meaner Subjects that employ 5) Goſſip: 
ing and Cenſorious. Tongues. theſe 
things make the great Buz and. Flom, of the 


an its. (urs rk ſhajl 


urry ſuch an univerſal huſh and 1 
it, that were it not for our x Books of. ro 
two Pre) identi- 
al Monuments and Preſervaties or eclining 
Piety).a Stranger would hardly know whe⸗ 
ther there were any Religion among Sure 
I am. it would be a great while before he 
would find it by our Biſcousſe; were be 
to pick it out-by. that, for ought 1 know, * 


fooger... 
looks in my Mind as if Religion had a kind 
of Imbarga laid upoa it, and Men were under a 
prohibiejon to talk of it, and to forfeit - ſome 
penalty to the Government if the did. Were 


eee the bent of our Juslination to 
what 


1 Wo 


what is forbid, 1 queſtion whether they 
Ewould be ſacmoch!- 
And yet Men profeſs Religion all this 
while, expreſs a decent regard towards it, and 
pretend to believe the weighty Doctrines of 
it, the Being of God, the ReſurreQion of the 
Body, the Immortality of the Soul, and the 
two great Eternities. - And is it not ſtrange - 
Ithen that they ſhould never talk of theſe 
bings ? Should but any two of theſe men 
Travel together upon the Road, eſpecially if 
to a place of conſiderable Note, and which 
Whey were never at before, and where they 
ere ever after to dwell, how often would 
hey talk of it before they got to it! Now Is 
not this exactly our Caſe? We are all Tra- 
vellers, and our Life is but a. Journey, and 
we are bound not for a little Town or City 
but for another World, to which we are per- 
tet Strangers at preſent, and in which we 
are to take up our happy or miſerable abode 
for ever. And is it not then very ſtrange 
that Men ſhould Travel on together day af- 
ter day for many years following upon a 
Journey of ſuch conſequence as this, and ne- 
ver entertain themſelves upon the Road with 
what all other Travellers do, diſcourſe about 
their Journeys End, and the right way that 
leads to it. That a thing that is ſo much e- 
very Body's Concern, ſhould be almoſt no bo- 
dy's Diſcourſe. Is not _ a Wonder? yes it 
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7. be not comely in the mouth of 4 


- 10 f # Of Religious Diſcourſe OB . 
is, the very greateſt that I know of in the 
World. But then this makes it the more ne- 


ceſſary to conſider the Reaſons of ſo ſtrange 


- a Conduct, . | 
And here I think in the firſt place tis ve- | 


ry plain and obvious why Wicked men talk 
no more of Religion, even becauſe they have 
none to talk of. The reaſon why there is 


ſo little of it in their Mouths, is becauſe there 
is leſs of it in their Hearts. When there are 
_ fo many other Subjects that are more agree- 


able to their Taſtes, they have no Heart to 


talk of a thing they have neither Notion nor 
Reliſh of themſelves, and which would but 


lull their jolly company aſleep. And truly 


tis no great matter whether they do or no, 


ſince. they muſt needs do it with a very ill 
Grace, and to very little purpoſe. Religion 


has no advantage from the commendations 


of thoſe whoſe Lives are a conſtant Satyr up- 
on it, and they do it diſhonour enough by 
their bare profeſſion of it, and therefore 


need not add to that the further diſgrace of 


their Diſcourſe. And unleſs they owe it a 
Spite, and have a mind either to affront that 
or their Company, ſure they will not. For 
certainly the Religious diſcourſe of him can- 


not be very decent to Men, whaſe Religion it 
ſelf, whoſe very Prayer is an Abomination to 


Prov. 26, 


God, and if 4 Parable as Solomon lays 


leſs 
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Fool, much 
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from ſo doing, I think it more material at 


in Common Converſation. 11. 


Meſs is Religion in the mouth of n ill Alan. But 


think we may excuſe them here, it being a 


fault they are very rarely guilty of, unleſs it 


be upon two particular Occaſions, when they 
are either Drunk or about to Dye, and then 
indeed you ſhall have ſome of them very de- 
voutly given, and much far talking of Reli- 
gion, but at other times they ſtudioufly baulk 
and decline it as too flat a ſubject for their 


gay Spirits. 


But *tis not worth while to conſider any 


longer what theſe Men do, or upon what 


Grounds and Motives they act. It is of more 
Conſequence to enquire into the Grounds 
and Reaſons of the great diſuſe of Religious 
Diſcourſe among good Men. And here tho? 
I doubt not but that this is in great meaſure 

to be aſcribed to want of Goodneſz too as well 
as in the other ſort, or which is all one to the 
imperfection of it, ſince, as will be made ap- 
pear under the Third part, thoſe who have 
a due Senſe of Religion, and a tharough Zeal 
for it, will ſhew it by their Diſcourſe, yet 
becauſe the Men I am now ſpeaking of, tho 
not the very Beſt, are yet ſuppoſed to be 
Good, and ſo muſt have a true Love and Va- 
lue for Religion, and conſequently muſt be 
ſuppoſed willing enough of themſelves to 
talk of it, were there not ſome Diſcourage- 
ments from without that did hinder them 


B 2, preſent 


of Religiow Diſcomſe | 


preſent to conſider, what thoſe unhappy Dil. 
couragements are. J he moſt ordinary arid 


Three. 


r. The Contempt that is generally caſt upon good 
2. The Fear of being thought Hypocrites, 


1. The Contemt that is generally caſt upon 
Good Men. Not that I think an ill'Man can 
poſſibly deſpiſe a good Man in his Heart.” No, 
he has a ſecret Eſteem and Veneration for 
dim there, and as he would willingly dye the 
Death, ſo he inwardly bonours the Life of 
the Righteous. But yet-for all this Wicked 
Men have ſtill ſo much of their Father the 
Devil in them, that they are loth to be un- 
happy alone, and take a Solitary Journey to 
Hell, and are therefore for ſecuring as much 
Company thither before-hand as they can. 
And in Order to this they endeavour to fix a 
mark of ignominy and Diſgrace upon Religi- 
on, and treat thoſe that openly profeſs and 
_ practiſe it with Scorn and Contempt, thinking 
by their ridiculing Scoffs and Flouts either to 
laugh them out of it, or atleaſt to diſcourage 
them from ſuch an open acknowledgment, and 
viſible expreſſion of it as ſhall do them or 
their Helliſh Cauſe any hurt. Their Plot is 
againſt the very Being and Life of nan 
18 | y an 


moſt prevailing of which I take to be theſe 


| 3. Shame of being out of rhe Mode or Faſhion. 
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iſ. Wand if by this means they'cannotextinguiſh its 
id rital heat, yet they hope at leaſt too ſtifle 
fe Mits light, and binder it from Shining. Ss that 


if men will be good and vertuous they ſhall. 
be ſo to themſelves, and make no ſhew of 
their Piety to ſhame and upbraid (thoſe that 
have none, or to confirm thoſe that have. This 
is their deviliſh Policy, and with the Devil's 
help they too often ſucceed in it, having be- 
ides that ad vantage a very ſtrong Paſſion in 
human Nature on their fide. For there is 
nothing that Men more naturally love than 
Eſteem, and nothing that they more natural - 
y hate, and can leſs bear than Contempt, 
And ſince this Contempt is thus maliciouſly 
intail'd upon Goodneſs, this makes Good Men 
backward to diſcourſe of Religion for fer 
they ſhould meet with it, and ſo with the 
Pfſalmiſt they hold their Mouth as it were with 
4 bridle, while the ungodly are in their | ſight, and 
keep ſilence even from good mords, thy it be Pain 
and Grief to them, Pſal. 39. For tis againſt 
the natural grain and diſpoſition of their 
Minds, but they are afraid to appear what 
they are, becauſe of the contempt that is an- 
nex d to their Character, and therefore they 
chuſe ( thoꝰ with inward reluctance) to hide 
their goodneſs, and wear a diſguiſe over it, as 
ſome whoſe Profeſſion obliges them to ano- 
ther ſort of Habit, are ſaid to Travel ſome- 
times in Grey Coats for fear of meeting with 
5 Alffronts 
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Aﬀeonts upon the Road. Why this is the 


very caſe of good Men in the World. They 


dare not appear in their true Colours. But 
then by the way, is not:the World come to a 
fine paſs think ye, when Religion has ſo few 
Friends in it, that the Servants of Jeſus Chriſt 
are afraid to wear their Maſter's Livery, leſt 
it ſhould expoſe them to Aﬀronts? But I for- 
bear, and go on to the next Diſcouragement, 
which is BY ©. arts $2277 
2. The Fear of being thought Hypocrites. Hy- 
pocriſy is ſo odious a Vice, that even the very 
ſuſpition of it is intolerable, and the better 
any man is, the more uneaſy and inſupporta- 
ble it muſt be to him. As there can be no- 
thing ſo fundamentally contrary to the nature 
and character of a good man, ſo there is no- 
thing ſo deeply reſented, or juſtly dreaded 
by him, to whom it muſt be a far leſs afflicti- 
on to be thought altogether without Reli- 
gion, than to be thougbt a pretender to it 
| when he has none. Now here's another Ar- 
tifice of wicked men againſt the Good and 
Pious. If they fail in their firſt deſign, and 
cannot directly ridicule them out of their 
Religion, nor render them ridiculous for it, 


= then they turn the Tables, and cry them down 


for Hypocrites and Diſſemblers, and then they 
reckon they undermine the beautiful Fabrick 
of their Vertues at one blow, and make them 
contemptible and odious all at once. And 
of | - becauſe 


„„ wn, 3. aa SS PT» —— 42S 


|. ee” 07 = os. *<g = 


* 


_—. 


An Common Converſation. 
because this is ſo effectual an Engin, you ſhall 


es, or expreſs any uncommon ſymptoms of 
Religion (and as the World goes, ordinary 
ones are now become ſuch) either in his Acti- 
ons, or in his Deportment, or in his Diſcourſe, 
the next word is, 'warrant you he is 4 H- 
pocrite, and then they reckon they have done 
his work, and their own too. Now, tho” this 
be a moſt extravagant- & unconſcionable way 
of cenſuring, to ſet men down for Hypocrites, 
becauſe they wear about them the marks and 
characters of Religion, yet I muſt needs con- 


a 
= 
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often find them at work with it. When they  - 
ee a man carry any extraordinary appearan- 


= 


C 


feſs, that a certain ſort of men in the World 
have unhappily contributed too much occa- 


ſion to it, and pretence for it, partly by their 
talking of Religion after ſuch a canting, whi- 
ning, awkward and fantaſtical manner, ſo as 


to betray the want of it at the ſame time; and 


partly by acting againſt it, while in their Diſ- 
courſe they ſeem'd ſo paſſionately zealous and 
concern'd for it, by being found wanting in 
the great Duties of Morality, and particularly 


to make bold with the Precepts of the Second 


Table, while they overflow'd with Religious 
Sentences, dropt Scripture as they went, and 
had nothing but God, Chriſt, and Heaven in 
their mouths. This awkward and nauſeous 
"yy of talking of Religion, was enough of it 
ſelf to make men fick of it. But then the 


Lo 
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groſs 
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groſs immarality, hat uſually went along with 
it, did fa OY 'prejudice and poſſeſs. them 
againſt it, that when-ever. they bear d men 
begin any Diſcourſe about 124 they 


thought preſently there was ſome Dilhoneſty 
a hatching; and that 'twas time to, look to 


their Pockets. By this means good Commu- 


nicatioa was brought into diſcredit, the Pa- 
late of the World was diſguſted at it, ſome 
were jealons of it, others afraid of it, aud all 
conceiv'd a prejudice and an averſion a alnit 
it, ſo that the Holy things of Religion MY at 
leagth into Contempt and Diſ-repute, na 
became an Abomination and an Offence, i in 
much that (as tis ſaid upon the Occaſion of 
the Miſ-carriages of Els Sons) Men abhorr d 
the Offerings of the Lord, 1 Sam. 2. 17. And 
as the Text moreover ſays, that the Sin of the 
Men was great; ſo l doubt not but that 
the Men I fpeak of have a great deal to an- 
ſwer for the Prejudice they have done to the 
Intereſt of Religion, the general diſ- reliſh 
and: diſtaſte they have rais'd in Men's minds 
againſt it, the ſcandal they have laid in 
the way. of good Men, and the Advantage 
they have given to the bad, who have not 
faild to make the utmoſt uſe and improve- 
ment of it. For I cannot but look upon this 
as the chief Cauſe of the great Diſuſe of Re- 
ligious Diſcourſe, of which even good Men 


are grown Shy, alham d, nay. even Afraid, 
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Scale. The Contempt that lies upon 


then the ſhame of being 


in Common Converſation, 17 
leſt they ſhould be-thaught guilty of that Hy- 

pocriſy which ſome af our late Pretenders 
were ſo Notorious, and ſo Infamous for. The 
ſhort is, Men were got into a very odd and 
untoward, way of talking of Religion, and 
ſome of the greateſt Talkers of it were with- 


al obſerv'd to be ſome of the greateſt Knaves, 
and to make uſe of their ſanctify'd Diſcourſe 
only as a Diſguiſe. to palliate, and as an lu- 


ſtrument to execute their Knavery, and this 
made honeſt and well meaning Men avoid it, 
for fear they ſhould be taken for Knaves and 
Hypocrites too. And the ſame Conſiderati- 
on has too great an Influence. upon them fill, 
and *tis a Prejudice they cannot yet get over. 
But there is another conſiderable Objection 
behind, and that is r Mn” 
3. The ſhame of being out of the Mode and 
Faſhion of the World. This Reaſon I put laſt 
becauſe it ſuppoſes Religious Diſcourle to be 
already in diſuſe for the fake of the two for- 
mer, and does not firſt. make it ſo, but only 
adds more Weight to the already yu 


Men, and the Fear of being taken for Hype- 
crites, firſt jointly conſpire to bring Religious - 
Diſcourſe out of Faſhion, and when it is ſo, - 
out of that Faſhion 
contributes to the further Forbearance and 
diſuſe of it. The Mode aud Cuſtom of the 
World is one of the moſt ingaging and be- 
7: C witching 
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| witching things it, one of the firſt that Fools 
Learn, and one of 'the Laſt that wiſe Men can 
And the Courage to deſpiſe. *Tis fo in all | 
things, but in nothing ſo much as in Diſcourſe, 
whoſe Conformity to Cuſtom is reckon'd its 


greateſt Elegance and Commendation, as 
well in the choice of the Subject, as in the 
Uſe of Words and Phrafes 5 Men uſually 
talk, not only according to the Tone and 
Dialect of their ſeveral Countries, but upon 


- thoſe Subjects too that are moſt Faſhionable 
and Creditable there. For you muſt know 


that there are certain Modiſh Subjects as well 


as Modiſh Expreſſions and ways of talking, 
and thoſe different, according to the diverſi- 
ty of Ayes, Places and Perſons. - The Cour- | 


tiers Subject is Love and- Calla). the Gentle. 
man talks of his Country- Sports and Recreati- 


ont, the Trade man of Buſineſs and Siæ to the 


Hundred, the Scholar a little indeed more to 


the pur rpoſe of Books and Learning; - but none 


of theſe talk of Religion; that's a ſtale, out-da- 


ted, antiquated, ſuperannuated Subject, too 
dull and melancholy for the Gaiety of this 
sprude and more accompliſh'd Age, e a Man 
were as good be ſeen in an Antick Dreſs, or 
with a Ruff about bis Neck, as to have it in 
his Mouth. And accordingly thoſe that have 


i in their Hearts are apt to be very wary 


and cantions how they let it appear there. 


"They ſee that 'the Humour of the World 
un 
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runs againſt them, that there are ſo. many 


ef, that Religion can 


an unwelcome Diſcourſe upon an unmodiſh 
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1ore pleaſing and agreeable Subjects to talk 
in find no place, and is in 
manner ſhut out of all Converſation, that 
the Great and the Wiſe, the Well-bred and 
the Learned, and even the Good. too, very, 
gravely paſs it over, aud they are loth to be 
ſingular, and know not how lndeed-to begin 


Subject, and which, if they ſhould,” no bod7ß 
would ſecond them in, or thank them for; 
or perhaps ſo much as give them à patient 
Hearing; and ſo partly out of Caution and 
prudent regard to themſelves, and partly out 
of good Breeding and Reſpect to their Com- 
pany, they very mannerly and civilly let it 


alone. And by this means it comes to pals, | 


that other Channels are cut out for out Di, 
courſe, which runs upon all the Subjects in A 
the World beſides, whether great or little, 
good or bad, ſo that nothing can eſcape. the 
reach and compaſs of our talk, while in the 
mean time Religion, which is the Glory of our 
/Natures, the End of our Beings, the nobleſt 
Object of our Thoughts, the greateſt Con- 
cernment of our Lives, and the beſt Employ- 
ment of our Tongues is yet confin'd to tbe 
Cloſet, and dares not appear abroad, or 
breath in the open Air, but like a Lamp in 
an Urn is forced to burn under Ground, ane 
to ſhine within its little Subterraneous In- 
749 G2 Cloſure 
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doſure, where none can ſee to enjoy its Light. 
The Wold in ſhort is come to this, that that 
Freedom, Openneſs and Ingenuity that be- 
longs: to Religion and Vertue is uſurp'd by 
Vice and Wickedneſs, and that Guilt, Shame 


and Reſervedneſs which is proper and due 
only to Vice, is by a ſtrange Combination 


and Agreement impoſed upon Religion; ſo 
that as excellent a thing as it is, even thoſe 


that have it are aſhamed to own it, but every 
Man keeps it as a F.iry-Treaſure to himſelf, 


as if he were to loſe either that or his Credit 


- by the Diſcovery.' And thus have I laid be- 


fore you the principal Reaſons of the great 
Difafe of Religion in our Common Diſcourſe. 


And leſt they ſhould be thought to juſtify 
= that unhappy effect which they ſo ordinarily 
= Produce, I come now in the next place. 


Pari 2. Secondly, to ſhew the inſu m cbeney 


= of theſt Reaſon, and that to Seaſon his Diſ- 


courlſt with the things of Religion is one real 
part of the Duty of Man. And firſt as to 


the Contempt that fo uſttally waits upon Good- 


nefs, what is there in it that ſhould ſo much 
as move a Perſon of Senſe and Diſcretion 
(which I ſuppoſe every Good Man in ſome 
Meaſure to be) when he' confiders that tis 
only Contempt, that is, only an opinion, which 


= being a thought of the Mind may indeed ex- 
W preſs it felf in Words, Looks, and Superci- 


„ t lious 
* {+ 4 


tempt (as 5 remark'd before) be nothing. 
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lions Behaviour, but can neither wound the 
Fleſh, nor break the Bones, nor make the 
Object of it any further unhappy then he 
pleaſes. For when all's done, tis not ano, | 

ther's thought concerning a Man, but his 
on that muſt afflict him, and make him un- 
eaſie, and if he can but Maſter his own Re fle- 
ction, he may at once defy. and deſpiſe the 
others Opinion. As he may eaſily. do if he 
conſider further that tis not only mere Con- 
tempt, but the Contempt of an Ill Man, o 
for the Game Reaſon to be ſure is ſo ill a 

Judge that his good Character would be the 
trueſt Scandal, and if he thought never 
Honourably of a deſerving Perſon, it would 
be that Perſon's Intereſt to bribe him to keep: 
his opinion to himſelf. But then again, tis 
not only bare Contempt, and that of an Wl 
Man, but an ill Man's Contempt of one that 
is good, and therefore worthy of the higbeſt 


Honour and Eſteem, and that for doing what 


gs to him as ſuch, for acting according 
to his exceſleut Nature & Character. Tis as 
if one ſnould deſpiſe Light for Shining. . And 
can there be any thing more conte mptible, as 
well as abſurd, than ſuch a Contempt, unleſs 
it be the Author of it? All this 1 ſpeak upon 
Suppoſition, that an ill Man could poſlibly de- 
ſpiſe one whom he thinks truly good; But 
what if he cannot? What if all this Ton- 


22 e Relignass Diſcourſe... * 
| bat inſhew and External Treatment, nothing 
but aforc'd acting of an'uncivil part, while 
at the ſame time he ſecretly Honours and Re- 
verences/him within himſelf? What a poor 
deſpicable thing muſt: this empty Shadow of 
Diſreſpe& then appear, how unworthy, 1 
will not fay of a Good Man's Concern, but e- 
ven of his very Notice and Conſideration \ 
Then in the next place as to the Fear of 
being thought an Hypocrite. I will readily al - 
low it to be as bid a Thought as one Man 
ann poſſioly entertain of another (which by 
the way ſhould make Men Tender and Cauti- 
8! ous how! they proceed to ſo ſevere a Cenſure) 
but then tis no more than a Thought, and 
that commonly of the more raſh and haſty as 
well as diſaffected Judges, and ia the preſent 
* Caſe a very unjuſt one, there being no ratio- 
nal ground why any Man ſhould be thought 
$ guilty of Hypocriſy for talking Religiouſly, | 
unleſs he betray it himſelf either by the af - 
fected and Fantaſtick manner of his Diſcourſe, 
or by the viſible Demonſtration of a Contra - 
ry Life. Religious talking abſolutely conſi- 
der'd,and in it ſelf, is no Natural ſign of Hypo- 
criſy, but of the contrary, for who ſhould 
talk of Religion but thoſe that have a deep. 
| ſenſe of it, and are animated with its Power 
and Spirit: ? There is I know a way of talking, 
cor rather, prating of Religion, which may. 
[ , juſtly expoſe a Man to' that Su dae, a 
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truly if a Man diſcourſe of it ſeriouſly, grave» 


y, ſoberly and unaffectediy, aud does not ap- 


pear ro bely his Diſcourſe by bis Practice, 


whatever wicked and envious Men may out 


of Malice or Policy give out, I can hard- 
ly believe that they wo cal him Hipoctite 
with their Mouths, do in their hearts really 
think him ſo. But whether they do or no, 
what great matter is it, and what need a 
good Man be fo much concern'd to be thought 


or cenſured as a Hypocrite by a Company of 


Fallible Creatures at beſt, and for the moſt 


part Fools and Sots, when he is conſcious. to 


himſelf of his own Sincerity, and can with 
boldneſs Appeal to the great Infallible judge, 
for'the Truth and Integrity of his Heart. 
Then Laſtly, as to the Shame of being out 
of the Mode and Faſhion, this one would think 
ſhould be even to an ordinary Meaſure of 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, a very Vincible and 
Surpaſſable Diſcouragement. For alas what 


is a Mode or Faſhion, but only a continued 


and ſettled Practice of a great Many? A 
Mode implies only Matter of Fact, not of 
Reaſon'or Right. *Tis not what a great many 
ſhould do, but what they do do, and for ſome 
conſiderable time to continue to do; For 
there are two things that go to the making of 
a Mode or Faſhion, the Practice of a great 
Many, and the Continuation and Settlement” 


| of that Practice. The Practice of 2 Fer 
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1K which they have, the Caſe would 
rent, but as they are pleas'd now to order the 


would Comply with it as far as he might in- 


a Mode that is againſt all Senſe. and Reaſon 
and Religion too, zn d that tends $0 the diſ- 


n Faſhion, nor of a great ma- 
ny if 


it have not ſome Continuance. But 


bor tbet a thing be done for ng time, or 
dy a great Many (beſides that thoſe ary, 


tho? the Major, are generally the leaſt con- 


18 fiderable-part of Mankind) is ſo Caſual and 


Fortuitous a thing, and that depends upon ſo 


many / little Accidents and Contingencies, 


not to ſay Whimſeys and Caprices, that the 
World had need be much another thing than 
it is, to deſerve that a Wife Man ſhould pay 
any great deference to any of its Faſhions. 
Indeed did Men aſways act confiderately and 


Ei upon Prigciples of Senſe and Reaſon, nay, even 


according to the beſt, of that; Underſtanding 
be very diffe- 


Matter, that which we call the Faſhion of the 


World, is little better than the Humaur of the 


World, and what great regard is there due to 


5 that? Something indeed there is in it, ſo much, 
that a Man would not willingly be out of the 


Mode when he might be as well in it, but 


nocently & reaſonably, and not be Singular for 
nothing. But yet after all, a Mode that has 
no natural Reaſon or Ground, but only mere 
Cuſtom and uſe to ſupport it, is but a very 
little thing: And what then is an ill Mode, 


courage- 
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couragement and ſuppreſſion. I may ſay Ex« 
tinction of that little Piety-that is left among 


us? And what reaſon is there that a good = 
principal Characters is, 


Man (one of whoſe 
N to be Conformid . Conrſe of the World) 
id WF ould decline diſccurſeng of 'the only Subject 


that's worth talkinglof, for fear of tranſgreſ- 
ſing ſuch a Mode? But the miſchief of it is, 
Fools begin Faſhions, and Wiſe: Men not on- 
ly Follow, but Authorize them v9 I | 

r $1880; g 146579 * 174 ; 

And thus you ſee how flight & trivial theſe. 
Mighty Objections are when they come to he 
lookt into, which d iſcourages ſo many Good» 
Men from talking of Religion, and withal by 
the way, what little things will hinder us from 
doing that which-is good. But ſuppoſe. they 
were never ſo. Conſiderable otherwiſe, and in 
themſelves, yet what are they, and how little 
ought» they to be regarded, hen they come 
in Competition with a Man's Duty ! I ſay a 
Man's Duty, for ſo I call it, and ſhall now prove 
it to be from the Three great Heads of the 
Duty of every Man, that to Himſelf, that 
to his Neighbaur, and that to Gd. 
And Firſt tis a Duty that every Man{owes to 
Himſelf. The great and general Duty that 
every Man owes to Himſelf is to conſult the 
Perfection of his Rational Nature, and to * | 
vide for the Eternal Ha ppineſs of Y 
e ann to thatis.to uſe all * 3 , 

D means 
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means which dire&y lead to that EG and 
have a near Connexion with it. Now! as a 
Holy and Religious Frame and - temper: of 
Mind is — & moſt immediate Meant to 
that; ſo there is nothing that does more Na- 
| turally conduce to cheriſh and keep up in 
a Man a warm and Vital Senſe of Religion, 
than frequntly to talk of it. Meditation upon 
Good things is indeed of excellent uſe to this 


1 purpoſe,and accordingly the Pfalmiſt makes it 


one part of the Good Man's Character, that he 
Aedi ates in the Law of G Day& Nis 2% H. 1. 
And ſo in the verſe aſter the Fext it is ſaid 


| | of him, that «he Lam of God it in bis Heart. 


But yet however, Religious Thoughts when 
they are confined to the Mind, and tranſacted 
only in the Scene of the imagination, have not 


half that Influence upon the Man, as when 
they are cloathed with Words, and arc audi · 


bly utter u by the Tongur. Meditation 4 


I agreat'lnprovementtoa'Scholar, but; yet te 
Wl diſcourſe over and Communicate his Notians 


ta another ferves yet 


and lets 5 and mor [Light / into Ly 


_ — vr com we talk of it t6/an0- | 

ther, it makes a deeper 'tmprefion+ upotius, 
and wo axe quite otherwiſe affected with it 
ner e | 


ſelves 
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ſelves alone. | And indeed let a Man retire 
into his Cloſet never ſo duely, and imploy D 
himſelf there never fo devqutiy in Prayers 
Meditation and Communion with God, yet 
to have no body. to talk to of Religion alters 
wards, when he comes forth, nor. to hear it 
talk'd at, muſt needs be a great damp to him, 
and if not quite ynhend, muſt yet however 
very much Slacken the'Spring of his ae. 
on. Which by the way is the great di 
vantage of Hermit, and Sohitary. Recluſes. 
Their Light Shines only thrangh an empty 
Medium, without meeting with gay Body in 
its way to return it, and ſo wants the Re? 
flection of its on Beams. They may have 
a good Principle of Spiritual Liſe in them, 
but the Heavenly Plant is too much ſtrenght- 
ned and bound up te thrive, ang, cannot 
ſhoot forth its branches very fgr:Chow, gaog: 
ſoever its Root may be) for wagit, of Liberty 
and Room. But then where's the dilerence: ' 
in this reſpect betwixt living in a Deſact ang 
in the World, ſince Religion is in a magner 
as little diſcours'd of in one as in the other? 
Why trulythe odds is not much, ſave only that 
what is actually thus in Society, as Mea are pla 
ſed to order it, muſt of neceſſity be ſo in _perty 
Solitude, and that in tbe World, as wiekad 
and 11 order'd as it is, a Mag May poſſibly 
meet with a Correſpondent in Piety with 
whom he may Traffick and Negotiate ia the 
8 D 2 Affairs 
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ö E bad Diſcourſe as well as to the want of Good) 


i cauſes of the great and long lamented Decay 
of Chriſtian Piety. For Converſation is the 


| - owes to his Neighbour ; whom he is bound to 


3s Of Religions Diſcourſe ; N 
Affairs of Heaven, which in a Deſart he can- 
not, but till he does do ſo his Caſe is the ſame 
with that of a Hermit (only in ſome reſpects 
a great deal worſe, as liable to the aſſaults of 


and his Religion has the very ſame diſadvan- 
tage to contend with. And that truly a very 
great one. For even Fire it ſelf will languiſh, 
and go out if it want Air, and ſo will Devo- 
tion too if it have not vent by good Diſcaurſe, 
which Fans and Ventilates its Holy Fire, and 
ſerves (even ãs much as Fuel its felf) to nou- 
riſh and keep it alive. And I cannot but 
reckon the want of this among the Cheif 


very Air and Breath, I had almoſt ſaid the 
Lungs, of Religion, without which it will be 
in danger of being ſtifled and choakt up, but 
with which it will glow and flame out, and 
burn bright. And therefore ſince to talk of 
Religion is an exerciſe that tends ſo much to 
the advantage of it, every Man certainly owes 
ſo much at leaſt to himſelf, and the Care of 
his own Soul, as frequently to Uſe and Pra- 

iſe it. But further 


Sccondiy, Tis alls a Duty that every Man 


love as himſelf, and whoſe Spiritual Welfare 
therefore he is to regard and ſet forward as 
e would do his ow] n. Nom he cannot ex- 


.= rr ore e r r 


"In ” wW” 2 I & 7 epeg* 


Ea” XI ES =» oe. ec. ©. 


5 in Common C onverſation. 29 
preſs this his Charitable regard to his Neigh- 
bour better, not promote his Soul's Health 
and. Happineſs more than by uſing Pioũs and 
Religious Diſcourſe to him in his Ordinary 
Converſation with him. For as Evil Com- 
munication: Cortupts Good Manners, ſo Good 


Communication will Reform Evil Ones, and 


make them that are good Better. And ſince 
Wicked Men, thoſe Emiſſaries of the Devil, 
are ſo buſy to ſeaſon thoſe they Converſe 
with, what they can, with the Helliſh Leaven 
bf their Leud, Profane, and Immoral Talk, 
why ſhould not good Men if *twere only to 
Countermine the others Wickedneſs, think 
themſelves as much concern'd to diſpoſe 
Men to Goodneſs by their Pious Diſcourſe 2 
Not that after all they can teaſonably hope 
to do as much good by theit & holſome, as 
the others do Miſchief by their poiſogous: _ 
Breath, becauſe theſe latter Row with the 
Stream, and have the Bias of Corrupt Na- 
ture on their ſide. But however a great deal 
of Good may be done, and if any thing will 
reform the World, and revive in it the Old 
Evangelick Spirit of Primitive Piety, it muſt 
be Good Familiar Diſcourſe. For beſides; the 
many particular good Offices that may be 
done with it by informing the ignorant, by 
awakening thaſe that do not conſider nor 
ptactice what they know, by; quickning the 
Luke«warni, by Comforting the ces, af: 
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that 
will farther accrue by it to Mankind, People 
will ſee and be'Convin'd that there is a Senſe 
of Religion in the World (which truly they 
are tempted to queſtion when they hear 10 
body talk of it) and that there are ſome is 
it that in Spite of all the Diſcouragements of 
_ a perverſe and Corrupt Age dare on and 
ſtand by the Cauſe of God, do not ſcruple 
to declare what Maſter they ſerve by wearing 
his Livery, are neither aſhamed of what they 


| ; profeſs, nor afraid. of any ill Conſequences of 


profeſſing it, which muſt needs he a great 
Comfort, jncouragement and Ed ification to 
all that are Witneſſes of ſuch à truly Great 


1 and Noble Inftance of Chriſtian Bravery: 


And truly as eaſy and as pleaſant as the Paths 


'would do well in the way to Heaven, as wel} 
as upon other Roads; and there is no Tra 


veller ſo active and full of Spirit, but what 


would Travel better in Society with others 
than all alone by himſelf. As Iron 
Tron, ſo 4 Man ſhavpeneth t he Countenance of hs 
Fritnd, Prov. 27. 17. ſays Salomo; that i, 
quickens and inlivens him, and ſets a new 
be both upon his Wit, and upon his Paſſions 
AﬀeRtions. Tis ſo in other things:as 
well as in Religion, but moſt of all in Relig 
on, the — of which nothing will 


make enter ſo "_ or remain {6 long in the 
_ © Hearts 


of Piety and Religion are, a little Company, 
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Hearts of Men, as the ſerious and frequent uſe 
of it in Ordinary Diſcourſe. I ſay Or diuamy 
Diſcourſe. For to; talk of it upon Solemn 
Occaſions only, looks too much like a Forma 
lity; and tho good Books and Sermons be of 
Excellent Uſe, and may here and there do a 
great deal of Good, yet they are but dead 
thiogs in compariſon of thoſe Living Births 
of Piety that come from the Mouth in Con- 
verſation, when Hearts truly toucht with the 
Love of God communicate their Light and 
Heat, and blow up one anathers dormant 
Fires into a burning and ſhining Flame. And 
therefore ſince there is ſo much Edification 
in Religious Diſcourſe, the great Advantage 
that accrues to our Neighbour as well as to 
our felves by it, may ſerve as another Argu- 
ment both ta 'Oblige, and to perſwade us to 
the practice of it. But we are yet further to- 


Cunſider. nd. 183 „ae re | | # Ns 
alſo a Duty that every 


' \Tbirdly 5 That tis 
Man owes to God, for whoſe. Glory he was 
made, and whoſe: Honour and Glory, by the 
great Law and end of his Creation be is to 
ſeek and advance, and which he cannot bet 
ter promote than by Religious Diſcourſe, by 
talking Honourably of God, and ſpeaking. 
Good of his Name, by repreſenting the EX- 
celleney of his Being and Nature, the Order 
and Wiſdom, the Juſtice and; Goodneſs of his 
Government, the Reaſonablentſs and n 
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of his Laws, the Pleaſantneſs and perfect Free! 
dom of his Service, the great Inſtances of his 
Fatherly Love and Kindneſs to us here,” and 
the Glorious Rewards that he has prepar rell 
and reſerves for us hereafter, beſides thoſe 
| more direct and immediate 'Glorificatiohs'of 
which conſiſt in Acts of Praiſe and 
Thankigiving, which by themſelves make 4 


good part of Religious Diſoourſe. By theſe 


we hall render God and his ways lovely and 


I amiable in the Eyes of the World, win over 


Subjects to his Government, ſet up his King- 
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dom in their Hearts, raiſe Religious Senti- 
ments in the Minds of Men, and ſtir em up to 
the Love, Fear, Worſhip and Mdoration of 


| the Great and God God; aud to expreſs! | 
their Devotionał Affections to him in Con- 


formity to his will, and in Obedience to his 


Laws, which- after all is the. trueſt Honour 


and Glorification of God, according to that 
of our Saviour, Herein 55 y. Fauber Glorified, 
that'ye bear mull Fruit. John iz. 8:7 And 


thus alſo upon the account of the Duty we 


owe to God, as well as that we owe to our 
Neighbour and to ohr Selves, we are obliged! 
to the Practice of Religious Diſcourſe; which 

now upon this threefold Ground appcars to 


de a rea part of the Duty of Malti 


might further argue the fame fcom the 
Natural End aud Uſe of Speleb, which wWith⸗ 


out doubt was given us for il bigherand more 


ma- 
| 


material purpoſes, - than to drive Bargains - 
upon the Exchange, or to talk Politicks over 
a News-Letter, or to hold an impertinent 
Chat in Goſſiping Company about Cloaths 
and Faſhions, and the little Affairs and 
Tranſactions of the Neighbourhosd. Tis 
remarkable that among all the Creatures f 
the world Maa is the only one that has Reli- 
gion; and the only one too that has Speech, 
and is there not great reaſon to think that 
one of theſe was naturally intended in order 
to the other ? And what ſhall a man talk of, 
what Subject is there that is worthy of his 
Diſcourſe, if not that which is at once his 
Per fection, and his DiſtinQtion. . © 
But this matter is ſufficiently clear'd from 
Reaſon ; all therefore that I ſhall further add 
in Gonfirmation of it ſhall be from Scripture. 
To this purpoſe I might alledge that gene- 
ral Exhortation of our Saviour Chriſt, Lee 
your Light ſo ſhine before men, that they may ſee 
Jour good works, and glorify your Father which is © 
in Heaven; Mat. 5. 16. Which without 
doubt is as applicable to good words, as to 
good Works, as being alike exemplary, and 
alike tending to Edification. But 1 ſhall la 
the ſtreſs of the matter upon two or three 
expreſs Texts that ſpeak more home to the 
Point, and indeed ſo home as to decide it. 
And firſt I take hold of thoſe plain words of 
18 Haul, Eph, 4 29. Let no corrupt — 
Wan E $; cation 
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cation-prokeed ont of your Mouth, hut that which 


| i i. good to the uſe of edifying, that it nay monifter 


grace.unorhe Hearers, A gain fays the ſame 

Col. 4. 6. Let your Syeech. be. alway 
with Grace, Teac with: Sult, that qe may know 
how :ye ought to anſwer every Man. 1 Theft. 5. 
11: Again, Wherefore comfort ybur ſelues "_ 
ther, and edify one another, even as alſo ye db. 
| And again, Let us confider one another, I 
vate anto Love, and to Good Works. —»Exhort« 
in one another, &c. Heb: 10. 24, 25. Than 


» dich few. Texts nothing can be more plain, 


and tis no great ſign of our Reverence to 
Holy Sctipture that ſuch plain and poſitive 
Injunctions of it ſhonld be ſo little regarded. 
And thus you ſre how both Reaſon and 
$cripture Conſpire to bind it as a Duty upon 
us. tu Sraſun our Diſcourſe with the things of 
Religion, which is that Salat are Condiment um, 
that Diviae' Salt, that will give a wholſom 
and relifhing Savour to our Coaver ſation, 
and withal (which is another property of 

Salt) preſer ve our Graces from Corruption 
and Decay. And truly conſidering the Mo- 
ment ot tha thengs themſelves, and the great 
Uſeſulgeſs of ig of them, though there 
were nothing of Duty or Obligation in the 
} Cafe, one would thiak that people ſhould 

diſcourſe of licele or nothing elfe, and ſnould 
de fo tar ftom dec lining this important Sub- 

vet in it fo tunes and a" | 

n ou 


ſhould fall abruptly:into it, force a Diſcourſe 
of it, talk of it in Seaſon, and (if that can be? 
out of Seaſon ton, with occaſton and without - N 
occaſion, and ſhould even top and kay ho 

on one another as they meet in the ver 
Streets to talk of the great c | nments:of 


Keligion and of another Life (forgetting the | 
little-Trifles of this) ſo that the Main inter- 
courſe and Nanſaction of Mankind hould be 
about the One thing Neceſſacy, and the 
whole World. ſhowld. be but as dne great 
Spiritual 'Exthangt.  -. 4 -% Þ 
Why, thus-1 believe it will be under the 
Glorious and Happy Interval of the Church, 
when the true Primitive Spirit of Chriſtiani- 
ty (Which is now à body without a Saul) 
ſhall revive, and the Antichriſtian one fnall 
be deſtroyed, when Truth and Righteoufacls 
ſnall return to the long forſaken Earth, and 
Devotion and Charity be ſet again upon the 
Throne. Then the Holy Sprit of God wilt 
again deſcend in Tongues of Fire, and as the * 
Minds of Men become more Spiritual, and re- 
tne-more and more from the dregs of Earth, | 
their Gonverſation ſhall ſtill grow more di- 
vine and heavenly. Then will the preſent 
Impertinencies of Society be exchang'd' for 
nobler Subjects of Diſcourſe, and inſtead: of 
the vain Trifles and Amuſements of this 
World, the great things of Religion and 
Heaven ſhall be the Common Theme, _—_ 


as .- © Of Religious Diſcourſe 
ſhall be talk'd of with all mutual Freedom 
and Temper, without Reſerve, without Paſ: 
ſion, without Affectation, and without any 
'of- thoſe little Deſigns and Artifices which 
now both diſguiſe and diſreliſh Converſation; 
= and make Men ſuſpicious and jealous of one 
mother. All ſhallbe then open, free and 
| 4fgenuous, every Man's Heart à thorough 
light to every Man, as having no fear of what 
is bad, nor ſhame of what is Good. 80 that 
they ſhall talk of what is Beſt, in the beſt and 
moſt indearing Manner, till the Earth which 
is now polluted and profaned with vain and 
wicked Converſation ſhall be ſanctify'd as it 
were into another Heaven, and the Conſe- 
rences of Men ſhall be like the Diſcourſes of 
Angels and glorified Spirits, full of Grace and 
Truth. Thus I ſay' tis reaſonable to think it will 
be; but in the mean time, how would it both 
amaze and trouble any Conſidering Man to 
ſiee how this great and excellent Duty (for 
W fo l now call ic) is neglected, how little Diſ- 
courſe there is of Religion paſling in the 
Chriſtian World, how Shy, Wary, andas it 
were aſhamed Men are of it, how it is Ba- 
niſh'd and Excluded from all Company, and 
forc'd to reti: e into Churches for Sanctuary: 
in ſhort, how it is not only careleſly omitted, 
but even induſtriouſly ſnunn'd and avoided, 
and that by Men otherwiſe Good and, Pious, 
and whoſe particular Profeſſion it muy Os, 04. 
CE $+- dliges 
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bliges them to another ſort of Deportmént? 
But 1 have drawn aà fad, and dick Night- 
piece of this already, and therefore need hot 
further illuſtrate it here. Only let me ask _ 
you, what would you think of this Story Tam 
about to tell you from an Author of great 
Wit and Obſervation? Two. Religious Per- 
ſons of an Order very auſtere, and whoſe Ha- 
bit ſufficiently ſignified the auſterity of it, 
had ſome. occaſion” to be at Court; where 
they happen'd to fall into Company with à 
Man of much Wit, and that paſſed with all 
for one of great Intelligence, was known to 
to deal much in News, and to be able to tell 
it agreeably, a 22 with a good grace, W 
ſeeing himſelf in Company with two ſucn 
pieces $ of Gravity, thought he muſt now act 
another part, and fo laying aſi dethe uſual To- 
picks of his Diſcourſe, hectalk't to em of no- 
thing but of Devotion and kiety. But he 
quickly found himſelf miſtaxken. For our 
Holy Fathers perceiving that their Courtier 
and Stateſman would tell them no News, and 
that he was for talking to them only of Religi- 
ous: Matters, went out of the room no leſs diſ- 
guſted than diſappointed: What, ſay they, 
as they were going out, does the Man take us 
for a Couple of Fools, does he think we are 
== for nothing but Derain? M. de 
illiers — ne n * 3 4 


— * 5. nd” 


_ Good for nothing but Devotion | Strange thut 
Men ſhould think themſelves affronted by be- 
ing counted Devout, and thus cowardly dif. 
on and be aſhamed of their Character and 
Profeſſion, and that at the very time hen 
they wore the Signs and Badges of it upon 
their Hacks l One would think it ſhould de 
the Faſhion for Men both to talk, and to bt 
.talkt with in their own way, and about 
things relating to their Profeſſion. And ſo 
*tis in all things beſides, in all Arts and Sci- 
ences, Trades, Callings and Occupations of 
life, except only in Religion, and Here even 
= the very Profeſſors of it ſtart back, and are 
ſtruck dumb, will talk of any thing than of the 
HBeſt and Greateſt Subject, and which they are 
Aso ſuppoſed to underſtand beſt, and as ſome 
are ſaid to glory in their Shame, ſo theſe are 
Aſhamed af their Glory. But yet however the 
-Gaufe of Religion (thanks be to God) is not 
vet ſo deſperate, but that ſhe has ſome 
Friends left that dare and will ſtand by her, 
.and are not afraid to wear her Colours, and 
poublickly to ou their relation to her in the 
* midſt of a Wicked and Irteligious World. 
= Which brings me to the laſt thing propoſed, 
= which was, — «7 | 


Part 3. Thirdly to ſnew that thoſe who are 
very good indeed, and have a due Senſe of 


. ſhew 


Religion, and a thorough Zeal for it, wall 
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ſhew! it by + their Diſcourſe. I have already” 
toucht upon this in the Entrance upon this? 
cubic: but ſhall now: give it a more parti- 
cular Conſideration. - And for the proof off 
it- we have à great deal of Reaſon, and 
(thanks be to God) ſome Experience. Foe” 
though there are ſome degrees of GoodntelF/ 
that will be overborn by the. forementiona 
Difficulties & Diſcouragements ꝓet there are” | 
ſome again that ' will not, but on the contra- 
ry will-out- weigh ther, and prevail againſt 
them. To which agrees that of our Saviour, 
out o the abundance of the Heart the Abu h 
ſpealerb. The Words have a particular” } 
Force and Emphaſis in the Original, 2 2% ©, } 
renuar d Tis , out of the overfulneſs,, | 
redundancy, or ſuperfluity- of the Heart? 
There ate ſome Meaſures of Grace and Gogd-" 
nefs which the Heart can hold in and keep tor. 
it ſelf, but if larger quantities be pour'd inte 
it, ir will run over, and diſcharge iv ſelf inte 
the Tongue, and ſo; tho' every degree of 
Depth will not make it overflow, yet a very 
high and ſwelling Tide will, and out of the 
Abundance of the Heart the Mouth will be ſure 
to ſpeak. r e 11% 07 OTC, 
For. I Confider- in the Firſt place, that hne 
that has a great Senſe and Impreſſion of Reli- 
gion upon him, and whoſe Heart does thus 
Abound with it, muſt have a great Meaſute f 
Taub. For Faith being the great Mother 
. 4 1 | Vertue,. | 


- 
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ww Vertue; and the Head - ſpring of all that is 

=_ good in us, it muſt xs all other ſprings do, at 
leaſt riſe as high as the ſtreams that iſſue from 
it. The thing I intend in plain words out of 
Figure is this, that our Faith being the Prin- 


= ciple and Foundation df out other good 


Works and Habits, it muſt bear proportion 
with its effects. go that he that has a great 
{ Meaſure of Religious impreſſion upon bis 
= Heart; muſt have a Meaſure of Faith in pro- 
portion to it. That is, he muſt firmly be- 
lieve, and be thoroughly perſwaded of the 
Truth of Religion, and of all the Fundamen- 


tal Points of it. And that not only Habitu- 


ally and in General, ſo as to be able to ſay. 
Amen to the Creed when ?tis/ rehears'd, or 
to anſwer in the affirmative to the Articles 

of it when he is put to the Queſtion, Doſt | 
thai believe, &. or to ſubſcribe to it if occaſi! 
on bę to ſhew his Orthodoxy, and that he is 
no Heretic; (for he that bas no ſenſe of Re- 


= ligion in his Heart, and makes no Conſcience. 


of it in his Life may do all this) but alſo A- 


2 | Really, and in particular, that is, 1 mean he / 
| mult not only think thus of the Points of Re- 


| ligion when ever he thinks about them, but 
muſt alſo actually and effeQtually think of 
them, -and have as it were a preſent view and- 
intuition.of what he believes before him. 
He muſt be a Believer not only in Habit, ſo 

| as to be denominated a Chriſtian, and not a 
| 121 * : Jew 
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ſex or a Mahometan, bat ia AS, ſv 48 to 


maſt in ſhort nat oaly have a Dorma 


- 


Periodical Faith that retutus upon big gh 
time fleeps and flumbers in him, but à quick, - 


ſome certain Seaſons, and far the reſt 


lively, actual and awaken'd Faith, ſuch - a 


Faith as is next to Viſian. As far Inſtance, 


The Exilkence gf a Future World; I ſuppo 


ſuch a Ode not anly to belieye this Habie 
tually, that is, to be fo far Convinc'd of the 
truth af the Propoſition as to be ready to 


Subſcribe to it whenever the Queſtion is pub 


to him, or if occaſion require, to write a Book 


in defence of it, but to have the actual thaught 


of it reſiding in bis Mind, to Converſe in the 
other World much after the ſame manger a 


other Men do in this, to See it and Feel it 


and have as it were a e Senſation 9 


it; in ſhort, to have it fo intelle&ually pre» 
ſeat to him, and ſet. befare him, as ſcarce e- 
ver ta loſe either its View, or its Impreſſion. {| 


This is that Faith which overcomes the 
Worid, and very properly makes thoſe that 
have it more than Conquerors. The ſteddy 
View, or rather poſſeſſion they have of thi 
other World gives them an eaſy Victory, and 
a daily Triamph over this. And though this 


F the 


an Attending and-Canſidering Chriſtian, 4 


be a very high, I queſtion not but that it is 
an attainable. degree of Faith, and that there 
are ſome in the World that have it. But now . 
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the things of Religion are of ſuch vaſt impor. 
tance, that if thus believ'd in the Heart, they 
will by their own weight force their way into 
the Tongue, Little things may eaſily be ſup- 
preſs'd, or Great ones that are beliey'd may 

ſo with a lazy and imperfect Faith; but 
tis impoſſible” that ſuch, things ſo believ'd 
ſhould be kept to a Man's ſelf. No, he will 
be ſo full of them, and ſo big with them, that 
he will even Travel with the uneaſy Burthen, 
and be in Pain till he be delivered of it. The 
great things of the other World will be like 
Fire within him, and will ſo warm and in- 
flame him with their Heat, and ſo dazzle and 
overflow him with their Light and Glory, 
that he will be no more able to forbear talk- 


ing of them, than St. Steven when he lookt 


ſtedfaſtly into Heaven, and ſaw the Glory 
of God, and Jeſus ſtanding on his right 
Hand, could forbear crying out (though he 


[ ſhould further inrage his Enemies and forfeit 


his Life by it) Behold, I ſee the Heavens open d, 
and the Son of Man ſtanding on the right band of 
God. Such irreſiſtible Force and Efficacy 
have the gręat Objects of Religion as well up- 
on the Tongues as upon the Hearts of Men 
when they are ſet before them in the next 
View, and diſplaid in a full Light by that 
Fnith which is the Subſtance of things hoped 
for, and the Evidence of things not ſeen; 


pit; 


\ 


For 


i Common Converſarmun.” —— 

For I conſider again, that this Actual and 
Lively Faith ſuppoſed to be in him that has 
this great Senſe and Impreſſion of Religion 
upon him, will not only raviſh and tranfport 
him with the glorious and beatific Views of 
the other. World, but will alſo (even by fo 
doing) Eclipſe, Extinguiſh and utterly anni- 
hilate all that we call Great and Conſiderable 
in this. The Earth ſeems but as a Point to a 
Mathematical Eye, and what then will it ap- 
pear to the Eye'of ſuch a ſteddy and intent Be- 
iever.? Why even juſt Nothing. Hs ſees its 
Mighty Frame diſſolving, and all its Pomp 
and Glory vaniſhing and diſappearing, or ra- 
ther he does not ſee it, but overlooks it, 
glances his piercing Eye beyond it, and caſts 
it into a ſhade, making it no part of his in- 
larged Proſpeckr. And when the whole 
World appears to him ſo inconſiderahle, ſo 
next to Nothing, how flat and inſipid, how 
dead and unmoving muſt all Diſcourſe of it 
be tohim! And what pleaſure can ſuch a one 
take to talk or be talk d to an hour or two 
together about thoſe little trifling Subjects 
that find the Body of Mankind in Diſcourſe, 
and give entertainment to moſt-Companies, 
and what a Penance muſt it be to his Spiritu- 
al and high-ſet Ear to be condem'd to ſuch 
Impertinence! And yet he cannot be wholly 
Silent neither, but muſt even to keep himſelf - 
awake, talk of ſomething, and what ſhould 
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that be, ſince all Worldly Subjects are ſo un 
ſavory to him, but of the great things of Re- 
whereof his Heart and Head too are 
full, and which imploy both his Meditation 
and pls Affection. 
1h y Aﬀetion, For I further: conſider tha 
Love is ſo Talkative and Self betrayi ng a 
Paſſion, that it cannot well be.conceaPd when 
in any conſiderable degree. Upon which ac- 
count, as well as ſome others, it is deſervedly 
compared to Fire, Tis a Fire that not oni 
burns, but es ont, and diſcovers it oe 
by its own Lig Fave is more capable of 
Hypocriſy, . 3 0 of Diſguiſement, it being 
more ealy to pretend and. Counterfeit it 
where it is not, than to couceal it where it 


is. A Man may indeed without much diffi- 


culty diſſemble his Hatred, or his Envy, or 
his Malice, or even his very Anger; and tis 
no very rare thing to meet with a fort of Peo⸗ 
ple that have the Art ſo to manage their Re- 
ſeatments as to ſmile in a Man's 15 At the 


very time when they are the moſt bitterly af- 


fected towards and would do him the 
— miſchief. But Love will not be ſo 
nag d, but like Lightning will break through 


L 12 all Re raints till it either finds or makes a 


Paſſage. Tis ſo we know in all 'Worldly 
Odjects, the love of which is quickly known 
in thoſe who have a nal to expreſs. ok 
) Is always ob- 

ſerved 
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fer ved to de a true Index of the Heart. Bow 
eaſy a matter is It to find vor a Lover by an 
Hours Converſition With him! And how 

ickly dbes a Covetons Perfon betray him- 
5 who can indeed] hide his Money, but not 
his Love of ft. For hoty Ferlingly and Sen- 
and Corchially does he talk" of it him- 

ſelf, and with What a true Goſto, and lufci- 


ons Re lim does he hear it talkt of by others! 


How uten are ms and Bonds, Principleand 
Inrereſt, Leafs, Fines and Mortgages in His 

Mouth, And pow does he even Make and 
rremble all over, * ever when he pronounces 


the Sacred Name of bis dear Att . 4 — 
you may eaſily feel how the Prilſevf 

heats by the Motian of 3 mein. 

Why then ſhoulf not tde Love of God and * 
Religion be as active and poweffol as that 
which is, Worldly or Senſual ? CON 14 
Non ir would ff t were in the fame 
aud did Men bitt ve God and Heaven Nie 
ſame rate as Mfflers do the Word (and 
hope there are bare chat do 4, und a great 
dent rar) they world be 28 forward te tal 
of theſe great things, us che others are d the 
little qhje@ts of their Vile Famem. For why 
ſhould The Divine Lover de the oy One 
that's vfhamellþf his Beſt ett ien, and un- 


wling to Wk of the t fis Heart? 
Efſpecially When tis fur tirer don ſider d that 


the excelent fer ſon we ure now * 
who 


. 


4 of iff Dijees 


= who has ſo great a Senſe. of Religion, and 


lives under ſo Governing an impreſſion of it, 
has not only a great-Love and Reliſh of Pie- 
ty, but alſo a great deal of Charity for his 


Neighbour, and withal no leſs a Zeal for the 


Honour and Glory of God, which two laſt 


will be of as much force to determin him to 


Religious Diſcourſe upon the account of his 


Brother's Edification, as the Former was to 
_ diſcharge himſelf of a full Burthen, and for 


the eaſe of his own Heart and Mind. So that 
_ eyery way it ſeems not only Natural, but e- 


ven neceſſary: and unavoidable, that thoſe 


"- who are very Good indeed, great Proficients 


_ 1aPiety, - Mature Saints, ſhould frequently 
Diſcourſe of good things, however Chriſtians | 


pf a lower Form, and leſſer Age, Infants in 
| Religion may not yet be arrived to the uſe 


mo 


of their Speech. | 1 
And does not the Scripture here alſo ſtrike 


in with Reaſon when it makes Religious Diſ- 


courſe ſo conſiderable an Ingredient in the 


Character of a Good Man? For, ſays the Roy- 


will not be aſhamed, Pi. 119. 


al Prophet of himſelf, and ſuch as himſelf, / 
will ſpeak of thy Teſtimonies even before Kings, and 
And ſays his 


- Wiſe Son, The Mouth of a Righteous Man i: 4 


Well of Life, not a ſtanding Pool, but a Well, 


that is always ſpringing and riſing up, 4" 


the Lips of the Righteous feedeth many, Prov. io. 


11, 21. that is to be ſure w 


ith Good and 
* _ ** whol- 


an mas A iO cms im W fo oo GS 


mm -- 6 9 in 


= jan FO 


j Diſcourſe.” And this the Prophet 


good things. 
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Malachi repreſents not only by way of Cha- 
racter, as a thing that ſhould be, but as mat- 
ter of Fact, as the actual Practice of the G 
Men of his time. Then they that feared the 
Lord ſpake often one to another, and the Lord 
hearkned and heard it, and 4 Book of remem- 
brance was written before him, ' for them that 


fear'd the Lord,and thought upon his Name. Mal. 


3.16. And, to add no more, our Saviour 
tells us in plain words, that « i Good Man out 

of the Good Treaſure of the Heart bringerh forth _ 
Mat. 12.25. And to the like 
purpoſe elſewhere he compares a Good and a - 

Wiſe Man to an Houſholder, which bringeth 
forth out of his Treaſure things New and 
Old, Mar. 13. 25. that is, produces out of 
his rich-Stock of Knowledge and Goodneſs 
variety of Spiritual Matter for the entertain- 
ment and edification of thoſe that Converle 


with him. 


And thus you ſee both from Reafon- ad 
Scipture, that however the moderately good 
and vertuous may be diſcouraged from the 
Practice of Religious Diſcourſe, yet thoſe that 


are eminently ſo, that are very much under 
the Power and Senſe of Religion, will ſhew 


it by their good Words as well as by their 
good Works, upon all Occaſions making 
Ladders from Earth to Heaven, and ſeaſon- 


ing — with that Divine Salt,with- 
out 


AP 


out which nothing can be grateful and favou- 
cy to à truly  Pious and Chriſtian - Palate, 
Bat then if all very Good Men will Condus 
{ and Order their Con verſation thus, I leaye it 
to be cancluded by the wey, conſidering how 
little good Diſcourſe there is in going, what 
a Few. very good Men there are in the World. 
| Theſe. indeed were always. very thin ſawn, 
but nevercertaigly ſa thin as now, and ac- 
cordiagly never was Religion ſo little talkt 
of as Now: Diſputed it is enough. egen 
too much, but as for ſerious and practica 
Diſcourſe of it, ſuch as comes from a Princi- 
_ ple of Goodneſs, and tends to the promotion 
 -of it, I think tis almoſt quite laid aide. And 
yet ſomg Few there are upog/ whom the Di- 
vine Spirit daes yet deſcend in Toggues of 
Fire, who are both Burning and - Shining - 
Lights, have both Devot ion and Courage e- 
nough to utter the wonderful works of Go 
and whoſe Communication (as the San of Si- 
rach adviſes) is in the Law of the molt Higb. 
C. 9. v. 15. And theſe are they that bear 
up the ſinking Foundation of the Moral 
World, that keep Life and Breath in tha Bo- 
dy of languiſhiog and dying Piety, that main- 
} tain a ſenſe and remembrance of it in the 
Minds of Men, who would otherwile forget 
| what Religiog meant. And as the Number 
of theſe Holy and Righteous Perſogs ſhall ei- 
ther increaſe or decreaſe, fo in eee 
2 proba- 
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all affecked with it; _Methinks When 1 hear 
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probability will the Tide of Religion (nom 
almoſt at the loweſt) either Ebb or Flow... 
Directions for the ordering our Religious Diſs 
courſe. L ſee, nothing further wanting to the, 
lntireneſs of this Diſcourſe, unleſs it be to 
lay down ſome Rules and Directions for the 
becter Management of our Keligious Conver- 


in Common Converſation. 


, ation. Whereof the Firſt that I would 


commend and have obſerved is this. "FEM 
1. Never to, talt of Religion but when you 
think of it, Twere well it you thought of it 
ſome time before-hand by way of Preparati- 


on, but that you do ſo at the very time when 


you talk of it, is I think 5 neceſſary. 
The Importance of the Subject is certainly 

great enough to demand this Caution, only 
perhaps it may be thought too great to Need 
it. But that's a Miſtake. For there area 
fort of People ia the World that have ſuch a 
lazy unthoughtful, liſtleſs, yawning way of 
talking of Religion, that one would almoſt 
think they talk 't in their ſleep. They have 
2 Road of Pious Expreſſions, and are got into 
a certain Set of good Words, ſuch as Lord 
Teſs Chriſt; What pleaſe God, the Lords Will 
be done, We are all Mortal, and the like, which 
upon all occaſions they go over by rote, juſt 
as the the Sea-Man | 
ther as the Bell-Man does his godly Rhimes; - 
without thinking what they ſay, or being at 


ſuch 


es his Compaſs, or ra- 


© h 1005 pg, : 
fach Pee ople ta 710 „ 
Ohbimes going. to to ow whe of a Palm 

The Truth is, there war too much veſcm- 
blance between hem, try both go as 2 
ate Set, and one ain 1 Mechanically as 
the other. Only there'is this unhappy oy Os 
rence in the Caſe, that the Bells oftentimes 
call People to their Devotion, whereas theſk 
Cri, fff reaming Talkers. of Religion do 
but ma 110 ick'of it. Whenever there 

fore you ta x of Religion; in the firſt place 
| e ſure to by He nd to thi * and conſi- 
1 The next ting 1 
| by way 0 dteckion is, 

5 | fit Lee ouſly, Gravely A8 W. 
berly, Ft 4950 the rr don of 


what. is 2 will be a Very great help and 
advantage. There ate two" ſorts of 'Peopk 
| Le travſgreſs this Rule, in diſcout ſing” of 
igion, . Th6fe that tdtk-of it hrevirenth, 
and with alooſe and careleſs Ayre, as if ehe 
thought it a Toit, Hardy Worthy of ſpene- 
ing their breath àbput and thoſe that 
talk of it Preciſe ly, after à Cant g. Wbining | 
| ' and Sighing manfier, With an affected Tone 

ti and: an Ill-coiit rived Took, as if they -were 
— telling FortitniesY#ther th dil. 


1. iS HOW: hings. "Now ' ftv” theſe 

Cons very Aifferent 
HR, one another, 1251 Ithi * 
in this, that cr "the 
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d Commun. Converſation, * 
reſt of Religion, they do but proſtitute, pro- 
fans and make it 1 2 and, ſet the tat of 
thoſe. of good ſenſe. againſt it, who cannot 
iadure to ſee ſo ſerious and. Sacred a thiny 
asReligion is, either unhallowed, or ridb 
culed. I would. therefore haye Religion 
talkt of, Firſt, Revereotly and Seriouſly; in 
Oppoſition to the way of the. Libertin; and 
then Gravely, Saberly and Manly, in Oppoliti- 
on to that of the Phariſee, without any Sighe, 
ing or Winkin Catching the Breath, or 
Skrewing up the” Mourh, ot ony other Fan- 
taſtick Affectations. For all this is but the 
Grimace of Religion, ſuch as is forced and 
put on by thoſe that have it not in its true 
Power and Spirit, and which thoſe that have 
it, do not find occaſion or inclination to uſe. 
For intending oply to expreſs what they feel, 
and what really paſſes in their Souls, they _ 
„ <9ntent themſelyes. with the natural way of 
ins it, which 15 e plain ; wheres 
the other not ſpeaking from an inward Fany 
of Goodneſs, but being only to act a part, 
g e apt (as having no certain Weature) To o⸗ 
rer act it, and {o fun into Aﬀeations. "The 
» | fbſtance and intendment therefore of this 
Rule, in ſhort, is, Se to talk of Religion, as not to 
berray the | 2227 2 your Tall. Fot another 
Biredtion . ould Commend, — 
3. That Religion be diſcours'd of Pratt - 
{0+ ee Rath 95 3 ee 38 
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32 , Of Religious Diſcourſe | : 
as to the Manger, wherein } intend to ex- 


clude the way of Notien, and the way of Cn. 
_ Fention, the former not tending much to the 


promoting of Edification, and the latter be- 
ing always an hindrance to it. When we 
talk of Religion we ſhould remember 
the Deſign of it, and accordingly diſcourſe 
of it, not Notionally and Speculatively, nor 
yet Wrangingly and Contentioufly, either to 
thew our own, Skill in Arguing, or to try a- 
nothers, but Cofdially and Spiritually, Chri- 
ſtianly and Devoutly, after a plain, hearty 


and affectionate manner, ſo as to anſwer the 
ends of that Charity which Edifies, and not 
of that vain Knowledg which puffeth up. 


Controverſies do but little good even in Myi- 
ting, wherein Victory is oftner ſought than 
'Truth, but much leſs when managed by the 
Tongue, there being but very few that have 
either Art enough to talk cloſely, or Tem- 
per enough to talk calmly upon thoſe ſhort 
Views, and that very broken and tranſient 
 Confideration of the Subject which are allow- 
ed in way of Oral Diſcourſe, eſpecially in 


Common Convetſation. And there is No- 


* 


thing more indecent than to ſee en grow 
warm and out of Humour, much more to be 


' Noiſy and Clamorous, and in à Paſſion about 


Religion. Tis indeed unbecöting enough 


at any time, or upon any occaſion, but never 


j 
1. 


does it fit worſe vpon Men than when they 
| b: + ----1,1- ._ 
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in Comin Converſation. * Wi 
make that the Subject of their fierce Conten- 
tions, which ought to be the Cure of them. 
But to give Religion yet a further advantage 
from-our Mouths, t work wal 1 Core were 
taken. 0 | 
4. That it bediſcoars'd 40 Seafenably. The W 
Wiſe Man tells us that to every thing there is 
aSeaſon, and withal that every thing is beau- 
tiful in its Time: Not that it can ever be out 
of Seaſon to do good, but only that there are 
ſome Seaſons and Circumſtances wherein Diſ- 
courſes of Religion are not ſo apt nor likely 
to do it. And theſe Seaſons ovghr carefully 
to be avoided, and fit and proper ones Choſen 
for this purpoſe. For there is Prudence and 
Management in all things, and if we make 
Choice of a Convenient time to give Phiſick 
to a Man's Body, much more;ſhould we hen 
we adminiſter to his Soul. - And-that I calla 
convenient time, when tis likely. Men will 
be the better for what is ſaid to them, let i it 
be when it will. For there are times again 
when Men are not likely: to be the better, but 
rather the worſe, and tos talk Religion to 
them then, is both to ſpill your Phiſick, and 
to injure your Patient. - Upon, which, Gonſi- 
deration perhaps it would not do ſo well to 
fall aboard a Man abruptly, and chop down- 
right into a Diſcourſe about Religion with 
him, without ſome oecaſion or other ei- 


ther Naturally offer'd, or Artificia ly contr'>. 1 
8 
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en R on your or as 

you thought the Perſon you ou beſpeok in too 
great a neceſſity of ſuch an Application. Nei- 
ther of which can be very acceptable to him 
No, there are ways of Addyeſs/and ſweet In- 
finnation that may be uſed both more ac- 
 ceptably, and more ſucceſsfully, whereof we 

have variety of Inſtances in the Converſation 
of our Saviour Chriſt, and particularly in his 
intercourſe with the Womar — Samaria. A- 
gain for the ſame reaſon, though there he oc- 
| * cafion offer'd, perhaps it would not be ſo 
'} Convenient to take hold of it in a great and 
F promiſcuous Gompany, whoſe tempers and 
hamours you know not, leſt they ſhould be 
more offended with-your "ſhew of Oſtentation, 
than Edified with the real Goodneſs of your 
* Diſcourſe. Nor again, it may be would a wiſe 
Man be very free Religion at aPublickFeaſt, 
when beſides the Number and the Mixture of 
me Company, People are commonly diſpoſed 
to greater  Brecdom & P than is con- 
fiſtent with the gravity of ſuch ſerious Diſ- 

_ courſes, Nor again, would 1 have Religios 
| Mingled with our Spores, nor with the hurry 
ind Noiſe of Buſineſ, nor with our Drink, 
For what an Odd thing would it be to hear a 

Man come out bluntly with Religion, or be- 

1 a Diſcourſe CD, zen he, is þ 
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Hunting, and the Dogs at full Cry, or when. 

he is dealing and trading upon the Exchange, 

or when he is making himſelf Chearful i a 
Tavern. I ſay Chearfal, for though he be nok 
Drunk, yet Religion and a Bottle make but a 
very indifferent Mixture, inſomuch that th 
Indecency of it is got into the Proverb,. 

which forbids Preaching over one's Glaſs. But 
there is another fort of mingling of Religi- 
on, and that is when we ſow and ſcatter it 
here and there among our -Worldly Talk, 


without obſerving ; 
them, after the manner of thoſe who will. 
talk a little of Religion, and then a little of 
News, Buſineſs or Faſhions, and hen alittle 
of Religion again; ſo Chequering and Inter- 
lacing their Diſcourſe with theſe two ex- 
tremely different Subjects. But this is an un- 
becoming mixture, and ſuch as does not welt 
Comport with the Dignity of Religion, whole 
Jcrednefs implies: ien; and requires It 
ſhould-bediſcours'd of alone, and bj it felf, We 
ae alſo to Conſider to whom we ſpeak; and 
not talk of Religion to a Man that is Drunk, 
or in a great Paſſion, or who profeſſedly Scom 
adiLaughs at all Religion, and thoſe that 
talk of it, making them both the Object of 
his Mockery and Ridicule. For this would 
bein our Saviour's Expreſſion. to caſt Pearls 
before Swine, which one would not do, not 
only for the value of the Pearls, but n 0 
g 0 


ue diſtances between 


„ ef ae Diſs. 
of ſome Pity and tender Regard to the Swint 
too, Conſidering ho much our good Diſ- 
courſes will inflame the Reckoning, and ag - 
args, the Condemnation: of thoſe wicked 

retches, whom they do not amend, or by, 
Accident” make worſe. | The mort then of 
this, Rule is, that we take Care ſo to Time, 
Accommodate, and Oircumſtantiate our good 
Diſcourſes; that they may really do good, and 
make thoſe to whom they are Addreſs'd the 
Better for them. Which Caution ought 
more particularly to be obſerv'd in that Ni- 
cer and mor: delicate part of Religious Diſ- 
| courſe which confiſts in Reprosf and Brother- 
Iy Admonition, for which (as being an un- 
grateful work and labour of Love) the ſoft · 
eft and moſt Favourable/Seaſons' are to be 
ſougtit out, 'the Alois Tempora Fandi, when 
Men are moſt freatable, and beſt: diſpoſed; 
fen ſedate and recollected, and when this 
[er Phiſte wi work moſt kindly with 
8 And for this we have the Example of 
. to hade uſed the 

. Addreſs towards the Firſt; Offender, 
ag to treat with him abbuit his Miſcar- 

ö br not immediately upon the Commiſſion 

when his Pffions were up, and his Soul 

Neva and diſeompoſed, but, as is moſt pro- 
bable, at ſome co nvenient diſtance, and aſter 
fore ; time of Recollection, when | tlie _ 
ment of his tronbled Spirit was fdl' op," and 


| in Common Converſation. $7 I 
the Regions of his Soul pretty well clear'd wn} 
in the cool of the Day. I ſhall now add but 
one direction more concerning the Manage” 
ment of Religious Diſcourſe, and that is, 
5. Tojoin along with it the great advan- 
tage of a good Life, which will give Weight 
to the Words, and Attention-to our Hearers, 
and is it ſelf-whether in the Pulpit, or out of 
it, the beſt Eloquence. With this, nothing 
ſo mean or ordinary can come from it, but 
what will carry a Grace and an Authority 
with it, and will be well accepted. But 
without it, though we ſpeak with the Tongues 
of Men and of Angels; we ſhall be but as a 
ſounding. Brafs, and a tinkling Cymbal. I 
ſay, though we ſhould ſo ſpeak. But then a- 
gain | muſt tell you, that *tis no very eaſy 
matter for an ill Man to do ſo. For being a 
Stranger to the inward Life and Power of Re- 
ligion, he can hardly be ſuppoſed to know 
enough of it to talk well of it, nor again is it 
likely he ſhould have Courage enough te ſpeak 
out all that he knows, becauſe the greateſt 
part of it will recoil upon himſelf. But ſup- 
poſe. he ſhould be able to get over theſe two 
Difficulties, yet after all, the beſt that he can 
lay, will have but little Power to perſwade, 
and. that becauſe he ſays it, who is not him- 
ſelf perſwaded by it. If therefore you would 
have your good Diſcourſe have as good Suc- 
cels, take Care that your Hands do not Con- 
=O. OT" H | tradi& 
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*% tradict your Tongue, that Tor Deeds give 


dene 
15 Di- 
n, is yet the 


not the lie to your Words, and th 
your ſelf as you exhort others. 15 
rection, though the laſt ſet dow 
: Firſt ! would have follow'd: 
I bere ate ſome whom if you were to hear 
talk a little while ſnd * no more of them, 
von would thin were Saints newiy 
dropt from en Ja that they had no- 
: of Adam in them. So Charmingly ſer, 
and piritually tuned are their Fong ues, and 
Je Divine and full of Heavenly Fre is thetr 
Diſcautſe. And thusfar *tis well. - But when 
per Mane. beard their Seraphic ' Voice, 4 
Weg, ſhould Took dbwn and behold: their Co. 
Ven Feet, and "hat obſerve” that thoſe who 
talk the language of Angels, do yet hatoly 
Live. the Life > Men, "what à Surprize, and 
What a Scandal muſt ſich a Diſcoyery be! 
T ſay Scandal, for Nothing brings 2a greater 
upon Religion than a Brpocrite ' diſcover't, 
As long as he keeps on his Dif wiſe, *tis well 
enough, but when that's 1 ben is like a Se- 
| WINE: uncover'd; all over ae x — 4 
omination, and even good 
the worſe of for his fake. Thoſe Meng 
Once found a pious Talker þ be an ill Liver, 
arg apt ever after ſo to join thyſt Ideas toge- 
ther asto fancy they are all Ale; and will 
be  bardly perſwaded to truſt a "Man of a 
ee 8 any e . * 
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fare ke himſelf will never be 3 well * * 
again, and if he ſhould chance to be reform 4 
in Earneſt, he can never hope to convinee 
thoſe that knew him before, of the reality of, - 7 
his Change, it being impoſſib 

greater Tokens of his Sanity and Pros 
9 than he gave ont before when 

he was known to be no mare than a Pretender, 
duch a one therefore he will ever be taken to 
be, and as long as that Preſumption lies upon 
bim, be muſt not expect to do any good by the 
moſt Heavenly Diſcourſes his Head can invent, 
or his Tongue can utter. His Foul Actions 
will continually: baffle all his fine Harangues, 
and what was impipuſly alledg d againſt our 

Sa Wour, will be a juſt and reaſonable prejudice. © 
_ He hath a Devil, why hear —_—_ N 


J the truth of it is, thete len were 
much better to let all Difcourſe of Religion 
alone, and leave it to ſhift for it ſelf, than o 
pretend to ſtay up her tottering Ark With 
their unhallow ed hangs. They do but diſ- 
credit and prophane it, and bring an ill re- 
port upon it, 1 withal diſcourage thoſe 
Few from talking of it, who could do it to 
1, | better purpoſe, but wilt not, for fear the; 
e- | ſhould be taken for Hypocrites too, as was re- 
M mark'd in the Beginning. And beſides, one 
a would think it ſhould be a puniſhment to 


15 Them: to talk of things which ory have no 


true 


le he ſhonld do t 
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again upon their ty, aud per aps 
” Baſhing Faces. However, to be ſure 4 
7 can't de it with that open Freedom, that 1 
petal Aſſurance, | and that Tngenious © Ayrel 

which all Diſcourſe: about Religion thonldi 

have, and which a Clear and Good Confei 
ence can only give. Which puts me in ming 

Ska very pertinent ſaying of- St. An 
ſpoken in relation to that Petition of - the 

Lord's Prayer, which is by ſo many; turned 
-- Into a Qurſe upon themſelves, | Fongius ut own 
| Wee e we forgive them that 7. reſpaſt gain 
. Tom. 18, in Fſul. 1030p. 426. Vis Sec 
tus dicere? ſays he, Fab quod dicis. Wong 
2 Securely'? then do what you ſay: Am 
4the.ſame I apply to-Diſcourſe — Religion 

Would you talk of it Securely, with te 
. Froedo and Aſſurance, without any ſecref 
-_ -Checkv'or fainted-hearted Miſ-givings-? 1 
7 - Rule is both ſhort and iafallible, Fuc TS di- 
do What you ſay. ' Practice as much of 
| ED you Talk, and then you hayes 
Tull. LUBE to Talk as ane as PR pleaſe. 
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